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Corporate
Information

About Us

Founded in 1941, Canossaville Children’s Home (CCH) offers two core services – Residential 
Care and Special Student Care. Our Residential Care service takes in girls aged between 6 
years to 12 years who come from family situations which may put them at risk. Our integrated 
Special Student Care offers before and after school care for primary school boys and girls, 
including those with hearing impairment and learning disabilities such as dyslexia, with 
priority for the most needy.

We work creatively to provide our children with emotional and psychological support 
while facilitating the eventual reintegration of our residents with their families. Through 
cultivating key qualities, we hope that our children will contribute positively to society. 

The Home is run with the guidance of the Canossian Daughters of Charity and licensed under 
the Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF). 

1 Sallim Road (Gate 3) Singapore 387621
Tel: +65 6748 5777   Fax: +65 6748 0381
Email: info@cch.org.sg  Website: www.cch.org.sg
UEN: S87CC0462K

Like Canossaville Children’s Home on Facebook
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Mission

Partner Us!

Vision

Guiding Principles

1. Donate: Change Begins in Your Pocket! Your support helps to keep our doors open, 
giving our children the opportunities they deserve to grow and excel. Choose to give via 
cheque, cash, or through Giving.sg. Contact our Admin Office (info@cch.org.sg) to make 
a valuable difference to our children’s lives today. 

2. Leave a legacy: Pledge your support by making a planned gift through your will. Get in 
touch with your Financial Advisor or contact our Admin Office to guide you towards the 
ultimate gift for our children. 

3. Volunteer with Us: Share your gift of time and talents with our children and the Home. 
Contact our Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer@cch.org.sg) for meaningful opportunities. 

4. As a Corporate Organisation: Join us in creative partnership to inspire social 
responsibility in your organisation. Contact our Programmes Team (info@cch.org.sg) to 
explore partnership opportunities. 

In creative partnership, we collaborate with parents and caregivers 
to provide children with emotional and psychological support using 

promotional and preventive approaches.

A happy, confident and resilient child who is creatively other-centred. 

Every child can learn. 
Every child is precious and unique.

Every child deserves love, care and respect. 
Every child deserves opportunities to develop his or her potential.
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from Sr. Marilyn Lim,

Impacting generations
75 years ago, in August 1941, the Canossian Sisters welcomed 
into their midst a handful of orphans who needed to be cared for 
and educated in the Aljunied-Macpherson area. World War II soon 
broke out within a few months and a long house had to be built 
to accommodate the Sisters and orphans when the government 
forces (first British, then the Japanese) occupied the building. 

“If the Lord does not build the house, in vain 
do its builders labour;

If the Lord does not watch over the city, in vain 
does the watchman keep vigil”.

Our pioneer Sisters had a vision and sought out the poor, those 
who were deprived of the basic needs and opportunities for a 
meaningful life. When the war ended, they courageously put their 

meagre resources together to provide a safe environment 
within the Convent walls – residential home, pre-school 

and primary school education, including education for 
children with special needs, especially girls. These were 
the challenges of post-war Singapore amid a young 
migrant population struggling for survival. As a result, 
a generation of resilient young women was secured.

Message 
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This year, Singapore celebrates its 50 years 
of nationhood. As Singaporeans, we have 
much to be grateful for. As citizens of an 
affluent society, we have taken much for 
granted: good housing and education, world 
class economies and we can proudly call 
Singapore our Home. Yet we cannot ignore 
some trends that warrant our concerns as 
educators. We are living and daily being 
bombarded by information from the Internet 
world. Much as social media has enhanced 
our communication and connectivity, we 
cannot overlook its negative effects. Our 
children are over-exposed to social media and 
we cannot stop its onslaught. As educators, 
we hold a great responsibility to give them 
tools that will enable them to make good 
choices based on moral and spiritual values. 
We can help them cultivate self-discipline 
and self-responsibility. We want to create 
a society where mutual respect, tolerance 
and understanding are practised in an 
increasingly diverse society.

We experience tensions as we face imminent 
threats from all kinds of extremism and 
radicalism. While the government is ensuring 
greater surveillance across our island state, 
we need to ground our children in strong 
and positive family relationships and foster 
other-centredness. While we work and 
pray for peace, we realize that the cycle of 
violence and the threat of war will always be 
with us. We need to teach our children in our 
daily interactions with them how to reduce 
violence in simple and concrete ways.

As the present generation of educators at 
Canossaville, we owe our vulnerable children 
the duty to “change hearts” and prevent them 
from hardening. It is so easy to repeat the 
violence that they experience in the system 
they live in, at home or in public spaces. 
Children learn more effectively by mirroring 
what they see, not by our preaching. This 
year, we have taken pains to improve our 
pastoral and spiritual care and one concrete 
way is through Christian meditation. In 
teaching our children to meditate, we switch 
them off from the corrupting influence of 
violence. Meditation quietens the mind 
and restores the clarity of purpose. At 
Canossaville, children are taught to resolve 
differences without reverting to violent 
action or bullying. We teach them to accept 
failures, disappointments and manage their 
anger. We want our children to know that 
they are God’s children and as such, they 
reflect God’s goodness and love.

St. Magdalene of Canossa, Foundress of the 
Canossian Daughters of Charity, was a living 
witness of God’s love in the world. “In order 
to instruct, educate, console and converse 
with her neighbours”, she responded to the 
most urgent needs of her society with the 
intuition and tenderness of a mother, in order 
to prevent evil. May we too, as educators in 
our own right, promote goodness and peace 
in our families and workplaces. Blessings of 
peace and unity!
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from  Ms Wong Lai Chun,

2015 was a year of renewal and 
rejuvenation for Canossaville Children’s 
Home (CCH) as we established key 
milestones in our outreach. 

In alignment with CCH’s mission and 
vision, children remain our top most 
priority in whatever tasks we undertake. 
It is definitely our belief that whatever 
that is done or not done today, the impact 
remains - even for generations to come.

This is evident in my own personal 
encounter with two former residents 
who spent some years in CCH as children, 
though the Home’s name could be different 
then. Today, they are accomplished 
individuals who are paying it forward by 
contributing their life and time in helping 
others. The impact certainly remained.

In 2015, CCH was awarded a 2 year 
license renewal from Ministry of Family 
and Social Development (MSF) to continue 
the two main core services which provide 
residential care and after school care 
services to children, with our focus on 
those with special needs, needy families 
and children at risk. With the support and 
guidance from MSF, CCH continues in our 
unrelenting pursuit of high standards in 
providing what is best for the children. 

CCH was also awarded the project from 

MSF (Fostering Service) to carry out the 
Assessments of Foster Parents.  This 
provided staff who are involved in this 
project, many heartening and privileged 
opportunities to meet couples and 
families with generous hearts, who are 
willing to open up their homes to share 
their lives with children, giving them the 
opportunity to grow and thrive in a family 
environment. However, we also shoulder 
the heavy responsibility to ensure only 
suitable candidates are selected to be 
foster parents to these children, who 
already lack stability in their young lives 
due to various complex situations.  

A new playground in CCH was also opened 
for children in 2015.  While this was 
enjoyed by CCH children, this was also 
occasionally shared with other children 
from the Canossian Eduplex (which 
consists of CCH, Canossa Convent Primary 
School, Canossian School for the Hearing 
Impaired, Magdelene’s Kindergarten and 
Canossa Convent) – a unique feature which 
makes the location of CCH so special along 
Sallim Road. 

CCH Administrative Office also underwent 
an interior ‘make-over’ to help us better 
serve children, parents and our corporate 
partners.  Though staff had to work in a 
temporary Office in the Residential Block 

Message 
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for two months, there was a renewed and 
energised atmosphere when we moved 
back into the renovated office in June 
with staff eager to continue serving.  

Quarterly Family Bonding events 
have been the tradition of CCH where 
children and their families would come 
together for a time to foster family 
ties.  In December, the theme for Family 
Bonding was ‘Joy of Giving’. It was the 
first time we invited community partners 
such as Thye Hua Kwan Family Service 
Centre families to our fun-filled carnival 
event.  CCH children initiated and set 
up a booth to sell handicraft items that 
were personally made to raise funds for 
our work.  This was their way of giving 
back to the community, which is in line 
with CCH vision that children be ‘other-
centred’.

We have been blessed over the years 
with generous donors- individuals and 
corporates, volunteers and well –wishers 
who offer donations in cash and kind, 
precious time and expertise to help, or 
even just an encouraging word to spur 
staff in their work. Each and every one 
of these contributions are invaluable to 
the work we do. We seek to strengthen 
these partnership ties, which will remain 
as a vital cornerstone in our ability to 
continue the work we do. This, I trust 
is a shared belief that we are all creating 
long lasting impacts on the current and 
future generations.

I like to specially mention the continuous 
support given by ESM Mr Goh Chok Tong, 
Ms Tin Pei Lin, MP for Macpherson SMC 
and community leaders to CCH through 
the years. Many major CCH projects 
would not have been possible without 
their support!

I also like to express my heartfelt 
thanks to CCH Management Committee, 
Supervisor, Sister Marilyn and 
staff in CCH for giving me and the 
organisation their continuous support 
and commitment.  It takes a special 
breed of people who are willing to 
take on challenges in the work we do - 
which very often, can go unnoticed and 
unappreciated. I am very proud to be a 
part of this special team in CCH. 

We will look forward to new directions 
and challenges ahead for CCH, working to 
keep pace with new social developments 
and needs but always remaining firm in 
our belief and dedication in providing 
the best for children and families in the 
community.

We invite you to come on board to be 
Partners of Change! 
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Our Vibrant 

Management Committee
Ms Selvathi d/o Sambasivam – Chairperson 
Sr Marilyn Lim – Supervisor 
Mr Eugene Tan – Vice Chairperson 
Mr Dominic Chia – Treasurer 
Mr Michael Kuah – Honorary Secretary 
Ms Peggy Sarah Yee, Ms Pauline Goh, Sr Rose Low, Ms Lim Luck Siew – Member

CCH Team

Staff

Executive Director   

Administration and Operations

Casework & Counselling

Communications

As of 31 March 2016

Wong Lai Chun

Agnes Mah – Administration (Manager) 
Shelley Tan – Finance & HR (Senior Executive)
Linda Wee – Admin & Operations (Executive)

Geraldine Chow – Social Worker

Alice Wong – Communications (Manager)
Neo Yin Yao – Programmes & Communications (Executive)
Melissa Lim  – Programmes & Volunteer Management (Executive)
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Residential Care

Student Care

Pastoral Care

First row: Emily Tay, Sr Marilyn Lim, Wong Lai Chun, Sr Joanna Tong 

Second row: Janet Tay, Jennifer Teo, Florenda Biton, Aye Aye Thin, Marisa Dairo Dabuco, 
Agnes Mah, Shereen Lau, Mang Neam Cing, Neo Yin Yao 

Third row: Melissa Lim, Tan Kong Zhen, Shelley Tan, Susan King, Geraldine Chow, Alice 
Wong, Christina Voo 

(Not in photo: Linda Wee, Nancy Fobrogo)

Sr Joanna Tong

Emily Tay – Residential Officer
Tan Kong Zhen – Welfare Officer
Marisa Dairo Dabuco, Florenda Biton, Aye Aye Thin – Housemothers

Mang Neam Cing – Student Care Coordinator / Student Care Teacher
Shereen Lau, Susan King, Nancy Fobrogo – Student Care Teachers

(From left to right) 
(As of 20 July 2016) 
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Partnering Us for Change

Quality care and nurturance a child receives 
in the early years of life sets them up for 
successful living. Coming from complex 
family situations, many of our children 
are deprived of this essential care and 
nurturance. This has an impact on their 
sense of self-worth and their interactions 
with people around them. Because they miss 
out on key developmental milestones, many 
of the children struggle with the basics of 
reading and writing.   

Here at Canossaville Children’s Home, we 
give children the opportunities to learn, play 
and grow, as well as cultivate key values 

such as happiness, confidence, resilience 
and being other-centred. To enhance their 
learning and social skills, we offer a holistic 
approach to develop and empower our 
children through diverse core programmes. 

The Oxford Reading Tree programme is in 
its third year running. The weekly sessions 
are conducted by skilled and experienced 
volunteers, who engage our children in 
reading and discussions in efforts to boost 
children’s reading capabilities and literacy.  
Positive feedback from the teachers in school 
and children themselves, have allowed us to 
continue improving the programme. 

Emotional

Social/ Relational

Spiritual 

• Family Bonding
• CCH Gives Back 
• Social Etiquette Classes 

• Weekly/ Combined 
Pastoral Sessions 

• Prayers & Reflections
• Thanksgiving Mass

• Counselling Sessions
• Art Therapy 

Core Programmes 
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Through kind sponsorship, we were able 
to run the third series of a Speech Training 
Programme for our lower primary children. 
The programme sought to enhance the 
children’s English speaking skills and in turn 
build their confidence, in a fun and enjoyable 
manner. 

Our upper primary children were able 
to delve into the World of Science as 
volunteers brought to life science concepts 
such as Density and Matter. Children 
got the opportunity to carry out hands-
on experiments and filled in worksheets 
to consolidate learning. The room was 
frequently buzzing with excitement as 
children were eager and excited to learn 
more. 

Quarterly, Canossaville Children’s Home 
organises Family Bonding events. These 
events serve as a platform for parents, 
caregivers and children to come together to 
foster and strengthen ties. 

Character building and formation of the 
heart form an integral part of our core 
services. Through weekly interactive 
pastoral sessions, we aim to build strength of 
character in our children - values are caught 
more than taught. More than teaching the 
meaning of values and enforcing acceptable 
standards of behaviour in line with the 
values taught, opportunities such as “do a 
kind deed”, are provided for children to walk 
the talk.

Intellectual

Physical

Artistic/ Creative

• Academic Mentoring
• Oxford Reading Tree Programme
• Science Workshops
• Financial Literacy Workshops

• Monthly Art Sessions
• Da Vinci Lego Bricks 

• Daily Play Sessions
• Dance Classes
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Partnership Programmes

• Harley Davidson 
Owners Group Outing 
to Snow City

• Cathay Organisation 
Movie Screening

• Republic of Singapore 
Yacht Club Charity 
Cruise

• Housing Development 
Board Gingerbread 
Man Play

• Esplanade Circus Arts

• Singapore Institute 
of Management 
Photography Workshop

• Housing Deveopment 
Board Bowling Outing

• Singapore Institute of 
Management Catholic 
Society Christmas 
Drama

• ERA Reality Network 
Chinese New Year 
Programme

• For a Cause   
Be MySanta

• Jetstar Zumba
• AIA In House Games
• Sebastian Foo & 

Friends Hip Hop 
Dance & Telematch

• Standard Chartered 
Bank CCH Olympics

• Housing Development 
Board Monthly 
Premise Cleaning

• Boston Scientific 
Cafe Verona/Reading 
Corner

• Clover by the Park
• Society for the 

Physically Disabled 
Family Bonding Set up

Exposure Programmes

Fun and Fitness

Upgrading works / Area Cleaning

at a Glance

• Temasek Junior 
College Station Games

• Pasir Ris Crest Fun & 
Games

• Association of 
Certified Security 
Agencies Balloon 
Sculpting & Hip Hop 
Dance

• Church of the 
Holy Family (Kew-
Eastwood-Ria-Limau 
Neighbourhood) Games 
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Art and Craft
• Charles and Keith 

Totebag Design
• Singapore 

Polytechnic Art and 
Craft 

• Standard Chartered 
Bank Art Mania

• Prudential
• Visiber

• Amex Healthy Eating 
• Barclays Around the 

World
• General Electrics 

Outing to Gardenasia
• Hwa Chong 

Institution Japanese 
Cultural Immersion

• National Book 
Council of Singapore 
Cultivating a Love for 
Reading

• National University 
of Singapore Financial 
Literacy

• Paya Lebar Methodist 
Girls’ School Teachers 
English & Mathematics 
Literacy

• National University 
of Singapore SG 50 
Project Children of SG

• Singapore 
Management 
University Project 
Cereal

• RSM/ Stone Forest 
Outing to Bollywood 
Veggies

• Tampines Junior 
College Team Bonding 
Activities

• Temasek Polytechnic 
IT Workshop

• Cedar Girls English 
Literacy

• Riverlife Church 
Christmas Programme

Learn and Play
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Partnering Us for Change

In an ever-changing society like Singapore, the gap for poverty in spirit and opportunities 
continues to widen in our children’s world. Without intervention, the entire vicious and 
endless cycle continues. CHANGE needs to happen! Canossaville collaborates with Change-
Makers from all walks of life - individuals, corporates, school groups and community 
partners through programme engagements with the key aim to promote self-worth, widen 
world view, instill confidence and send a strong message to our children that they are valued 
as an individual! 

It was a day of many “firsts” for our children on 14 November when they went on a one-
day outing to Pulau Hantu; which is located to the south of the main island of Singapore. 
The children had the privilege to ride on private yachts owned by members of RSYC and 
they were also given the chance to ride on jet skis too! The thrill of riding these speed 
machines with their owners was palpable. Mixed feelings of fear, anxiety, and uncertainty 
were soon exchanged with courage, excitement, and happiness as the adults encouraged 
the children to try the rides. We were glad to see everyone ending the day out with a sense 
of accomplishment and a happy grin, it was indeed a moment of a lifetime for some of us!

On 8 October, teachers from PLMGS organised a game-themed English and Mathematics 
literacy programme in a bid to show children that learning can be fun and creative! 
Unknowingly to children, the games allowed them to practice skills such as phonics, mental 
sums, and got them to engage their cognitive memories. It was a joy to see children revel in 
the process of learning.

As Infocomm Technology is crucial in today’s education in Singapore, we partnered with 
students from Temasek Polytechnic to expose our children to two beginner IT workshops on 
26 and 30 November. Going through the basic functionality of Microsoft Office and Google; 
the children were then able to try their hand in creating their own PowerPoint slides with the 
theme “About Me”. There definitely was two kinds of learning involved – one where children 
learnt IT skills and the other where adults learnt more about our children. 

Programme Partnerships

Republic of Singapore Yacht Club

Paya Lebar Methodist Girls’ School Teachers

Temasek Polytechnic IT Workshops
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Voices ...

What an innovative way to travel around the world! Tapping on the strength of an 
international team with rich cultural diversity, Barclays Singapore creatively brought 
our children “Around the World” through an indoor cross cultural experiential learning 
engagement on 18 June. Children moved from station to station, learning the cultures and 
traditions of various countries such as the Republic of South Korea, The United States of 
America and our neighbour- Malaysia.  In a bid to give children the full experience, staff of 
Barclays put in much thought to create passports and airplane boarding passes. Whenever 
they visited a ‘Country’, a stamp was given. It was a pleasant and meaningful attempt to 
allow our children who were unable to travel overseas to gain some experience of travelling! 

Barclays Cultural Programme

of Our Children

 “Family is important.” 
– Family Bonding Event

“I learnt that bonding as 
a family can help improve 
family relationships.” 
– Family Bonding Event

“I learnt not to laugh at 
other people’s drawing 
and to be creative.” 
– Charles and Keith 
Programme

“I learnt that helping and giving 
is better than receiving.” 
– Christalite Methodist Home 
Visit

“I learnt to be grateful for 
all that I have.” 
– Children’s Day in-house 
Programme 

“I learnt to never give up 
and encourage each other.” 
– Crossfit Mobilus Telematch 
Programme 

“I enjoyed learning about 
the (different) occupations. 
When I grow up, I want to 
be an artist.” 
– SMU Project Cereal 

“I learnt that it is okay to lose.” 
– Standard Chartered Bank 
Programme 

“I enjoyed spinning the 
plates as I learnt (it) 
quickly.” 
– Circus Arts Programme 

“I learnt to overcome my 
fears (of riding the jet ski).” 
– RSYC Outing 

“I learnt how to eat healthy.” 
– Amex Healthy Eating 
workshop 

“Teach us more! It (was) 
too short.” 
– Temasek Polytechic IT 
workshop 
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Long Term Partners 
At CCH, we seek to establish and foster 
sustainable partnerships with corporates, 
schools and philanthropic groups. We believe 
that continuity is of the essence when it 
comes to making lasting impact in the lives 
of our children.

Canossaville Children’s Home has been 
blessed to have corporates who believe in 
and support our cause; and have journeyed 
the distance with us. One such corporate is 
the Housing Development Board (HDB).

Our Partnership with HDB started some 14 
years back, with Mr Henry Foong, a pioneer 
staff leading his team of zealous volunteers. 
Today, the baton has been passed on to a 
new team of fresh, young volunteers who are 
eager to do more for our children. HDB staff 
share their thoughts on the partnership. 

Housing Development Board 
Canossaville Children’s Home was adopted 
by HDB and HDB Staff Union in September 
2001 in the hope of serving the community 
of less privileged children. The Friends 
of Canossaville Committee (FOCC) was 
conceptualised in the same year.

Through the monthly housekeeping sessions 
at the Home, as well as, regular outings 
and activities with the children, this 
project has become special and close to our 
hearts – and remains to be so. HDB prides 
itself on its Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) philosophy and giving back to the 
larger society has always been the core 
and foundation. Hence, the FOCC is an 
important part of HDB and HDB Staff Union’s 
commitment to care for the children at CCH. 
As HDB’s expertise is on the maintenance 
of building and estates, volunteering at 
CCH has also allowed us to contribute 
our professional expertise in the form of 

designing and building of the Garden of Hope 
and mural wall for CCH. Thus, all of us here 
at HDB are given an opportunity to serve the 
community on a long-term basis. 

The FOCC has always been heartened to 
know that their efforts are appreciated by 
all at CCH, especially the children. This has 
encouraged us to plan more activities on a 
long-term and steady basis so as to get to 
know the children better. An activity that 
left a deep impression on us was when the 
FOCC brought the children to the Zoo in 
November 2015 – it had been a long day of 
walking, but it was indeed wonderful to see 
the big, albeit tired, smiles on the children’s 
faces. 

Here at HDB, we have always believed that 
the smallest act of kindness is always worth 
more than the grandest intention. The FOCC 
is heartened to know that throughout the 
14 years since its inception, the number 
of volunteers at the monthly housekeeping 
sessions has grown and remained strong. 

The long-term partnership would also not 
be a success without the strong support 
from CCH staff, who have always provided 
valuable feedback and rendered their 
assistance to us in organising the activities.

The Be MySanta project, spearheaded by 
Jacob and his wife, is another partnership 

Partnering Us for Change
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that we value. He shares his thoughts on the 
partnership with us.

Be MySanta
When I first started Be MySanta with my 
wife Sally in 2009, it was with one single 
motivation – spreading festive joy to as many 
children as possible. Be MySanta is an annual 
non-profit initiative that randomly matches 
Christmas wishes from children of selected 
beneficiaries to kind donors, or “Santa”. 
Given a simple profile of the child based on 
a short questionnaire answered by him or 
her, the Santa will shop for a meaningful 
Christmas gift. Through “Be MySanta”, we 
want to show that Christmas remains an 
occasion for us to show love and care for 
fellow beings and strangers. 

The profile of the children under Canossaville 
Children’s Home and the great work that 
the Home is doing to support the children, 
convinced us that this would be a great 
partner to work with. We started the first Be 
MySanta with the Home in 2010, and have 
been working together every year since.

While the search for the right Home to work 
with is important, the ability to build a long 
lasting partnership is crucial too. Continuity 
is an important factor in volunteering; it 
allows the VWO to gauge how the children are 
benefiting from your involvement, and lets 
the Organisation refine its work accordingly 
so as to make a greater impact on the lives of 
the children. In many ways, the volunteers 
themselves also find fulfillment in making 
the consistent commitment to improving 
the lives of others, and actually seeing their 
efforts bear fruits. 

We have always believed that “giving” is 
a way of life, and not just an activity that 
one partakes in. In some ways it is a strange 
irony of life; that it costs an individual almost 
nothing to commit to a life of giving, yet you 
gain immense fulfillment and happiness out 
of it. 

I recall a recent conversation with the Home: 
a member of the staff told us that the children 
look forward to Christmas and seeing us 
every year. There is the yearly anticipation 
during the season of giving, that someone 

out there cares for them and wants to make 
their life that little bit more joyous. It is a 
very powerful thought that warms the hearts 
of all involved in Be MySanta, and makes our 
conviction of giving even stronger.

Another such valued partner is RSM/Stone 
Forest. Below, they share their belief and 
involvement in the lives of our children. 

RSM/Stone Forest
At RSM/Stone Forest, having passion for 
what we do forms an integral part of our 
work ethics as it translates into dedication 
and commitment to serve our clients better. 
Out of the workplace, we believe it is just as 
important to be in touch with our hearts and 
share this passion to make ourselves better 
human beings while actively contributing 
to improve the society we live in. As part 
of our Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) Programme, we adopted Canossaville 
Children’s Home (CCH) in 2014 to pledge our 
support for the less privileged children. 

Children are our future. With the right 
guidance, they can influence the world and 
make it a more positive place to live in. With 
this in mind, we believe that every child 
deserves the right to education, the right 
to play, and the right to be loved. Children 
should be given similar opportunities to 
achieve their fullest potential and succeed in 
life, regardless of the circumstances they are 
in.

In 2015, in conjunction with CCH’s theme 
for the year: “Learning through play and 
increasing general knowledge”, we took 
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the children out to reconnect with nature at 
Bollywood Veggies. The children enjoyed a full 
sensory experience as they touched, smelled 
and tasted a wide variety of organic fruits, 
vegetables and herbs. It was an enriching 
journey as the children picked up nuggets of 
gardening tips and brought back knowledge 
of the healthiness of organically farmed 

fruits and vegetables. In the same year, we 
celebrated our firm’s 30th Anniversary with 
a Charity Walk-a-jog event.  Through this 
initiative, we raised $15,000 for the Home.

At RSM/Stone Forest, our aim is to foster 
a long term relationship with our adopted 
beneficiary.  Actively engaging with the 
children enables us to establish a bond and 
continually build on understanding them 
and their needs better. Through regular 
interactions, we also hope to teach the young 
minds to appreciate the value of nurturing 
a relationship, as some of the children may 
have experienced transient love and caring.

We take this opportunity to thank our long-
term partners for their tireless support 
and unwavering commitment to ensure our 
children get the best. 

Volunteers of CCH sing to the same tune when it comes to sharing about their volunteering 
experience. They unanimously agree that it is better to give than to receive. 

With limited resources, volunteers represent a major pillar of strength at CCH. While the 
rewards are more intangible than tangible, our hearts are encouraged by the time and 
energy volunteers of CCH invest into our cause. They truly embody the vision of CCH in their 
volunteering.  

Frenje Wee shares her experience of interacting with our children and we hope it inspires 
you to share in our vision of raising happy, confident, resilient and other-centred children. 

When I first started volunteering at 
Canossaville, I remember watching student 
and volunteer coordinators interacting with 
the children, and thinking: This is a place 
where every child is known by name, and 
cared for as an individual. The best thing 
about my time at Canossaville has been 
getting to know the children. They’re funny, 
sweet and complex. If you sit down and 
listen to them, they’ll share with you what 
they’re excited by and curious about, what 
makes them laugh and sometimes even what 
they’re quietly worried about.

Discovering how they learn takes time, and 
progress isn’t linear. Eleven-year-old J. hides 
behind a shield of repeatedly saying “IDK” 
(which stands for “I don’t know”) when 
faced with too much new vocabulary. But 
he’s a quick learner, and delights in drawing 
and play-acting to confirm his understanding 
of what a word means if I can provide an 
explanation that clicks. Nine-year-old C. is 
averse, in principle, to thick books, but reads 
eagerly if I offer to take turns reading with 
her. She often gets so excited she reads more 
than her fair share, then catches herself and 
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Inspiring a Shared Vision
Our Change Makers!



Voices of Volunteers

Volunteer Appreciation Tea

Helga: “The bright and cheerful smiles from the 
children is my greatest reward in volunteering 
at CCH.”

Reading: “Through our willingness to help 
others, we can learn to be happy.”

Rosalind: “......what was supposed to be for 
the children, turned out to be a rewarding 
experience for me.” 

Fiona: “Volunteering is a humbling experience 
that keeps me grounded and grateful every day.”

Janice: To be part of a child’s growing-up years 
is a privilege to me; it reminds me of God’s 
blessings to me as a child.

Jessie: “Volunteering is a two-way process, we 
learn even as we give of our time.”

Siew Mei: “It has been a joy working with the 
children as they helped to care and look out for 
one another. May God bless them with love and 
opportunities to develop their passion.”

In early October, we took time to celebrate 
our volunteers. A Volunteer Appreciation 
Tea was organised and volunteers were 
presented with a Grateful Heart song item 
performed by the children and handmade 
cards were given. These cards filled with 
heartfelt words written by the children 
encapsulated their appreciation to the time 
and energy invested by the volunteers. We 
admire your dedication and heart for our 
children, volunteers!  
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says to me accusingly, “Hey! It’s your turn!”

What I want most to share with these 
children is the joy of learning, the joy of 
reading – because it’s fun, and liberating to 
be able to read independently, the knowledge 
that it’s okay if the “a-ha!” moments don’t 
always come easily, and that we sometimes 
have to dare to make mistakes in front of 
other people to get there. I spend only a 
few hours a week with the kids, and in that 
time, they offer me in return their trust, 
their camaraderie, and plenty of things to 
smile about for the rest of the week. But one 
other gift I get, and which I hope I will be 

able to hold on to for a long time to come, 
is the determination to focus on what really 
matters, and the knowledge that I have it in 
me to put others before myself.



Championing 
our Cause

Yearly, Canossaville Children’s Home requires $900,000 to finance the running of the 
Home. We are grateful to have the continuous support of generous donors who share the 
same heart as we do. Their actions put a voice to championing our cause. 

Fundraising Initiatives

Celebrate WISH Charity Dinner
On 3 December, Dr Teo Hark Piang, Executive 
Director of Union Gas Energy together with 
his like-minded friends, organised a Charity 
Dinner to raise funds for Canossaville 
Children’s Home. Celebrate W.I.S.H (Ways In 
Sharing Happiness) was a time of celebration 
for community leaders to congratulate Dr 
Teo’s conferment of PBM (Public Medal 
Award) and also riding on a happy occasion 
to give back and bring good cheers to the less 
fortunate in our community. Graced by ESM 
Mr Goh Chok Tong and Special Guest- Ms Tin 

Pei Ling, MP for Macpherson SMC, the evening 
celebration gathered many supportive 
individuals to raise a total of $457,208 
which was fully matched by the government 
through the Care & Share initiative. To 
show our gratitude, the children put up an 
energetic song performance and handmade 
thank you cards to show their appreciation 
to our donors. Canossaville would also like to 
record a note of appreciation to Macpherson 
CCC (Citizens’ Consultative Committee) - 
especially Mr Eddie Woon and Mr Melvin 
Chua for their unwavering support! 
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CBRE Walk for a Wish 
On 6 November, enthusiastic staff 
from CBRE Singapore readily don 
on their fitness gear and embarked 
on an invigorating 5km-walk through 
Marina Bay to raise funds for our cause! 
A series of pre-fund raising activities 
were organised internally among staff- 
some volunteers donated their pre-loved 
designer bags, wallets and jewellery whilst 
others volunteered time to bake cupcakes for 
sale.  The event marked a vital milestone in 
our corporate partnership with CBRE and we 
look forward to fulfilling collaborations in 
the years to come. 

Cathay “My Sister Mambo” 
To commemorate Cathay Organisation’s 80th 

anniversary, local production – “Our Sister 
Mambo” was produced and released in July 
2015 and part of the proceeds from the 
ticket sales went to Canossaville; one of the 
adopted charities of Cathay Organisation. 
We are indeed blessed to have long term 
corporate supporters such as Cathay to 
champion our cause! 

“Once Upon a Christmas” by 
Shangri- La Hotel Singapore 
A fairy-tale Christmas came alive when 
Shangri-La Singapore presented a stunning 
collection of handcrafted fondant fairy 
princesses and princes to raise funds for 
Canossaville Children’s Home. The children 
were also invited to grace the Christmas 
Light-Up Ceremony at Shangri-La Hotel on 
19 November. Staff of Shangri-La showed 
forth their generous hospitality in hosting 
our children around the luxurious 5 star 
hotel; it definitely marked the beginning 
of a partnership with plans for future 
engagement with our children! 
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Financial Statements
Financial Statements
(For the year ended 31st December 2015)

Suhaimi Salleh & Associates conducted an independent audit of the financial activities of 
Canossaville Children’s Home for the year ended 31 December 2015. Our complete audited 
financial statements are available on our website at www.cch.org.sg
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Reserve Policy
The reserves of the Home as at 31 December 2015 stood at $3,051,000. This is $494,000 
or 19.32% more than the previous year. Our policy defines reserves as funds that are avail-
able for the operating needs of the Home and not subject to commitments and other planned 
expenditure. Reserves do not include restricted or designated funds. The Home has a policy 
guideline to maintain reserves of up to 3 times its annual operating expenditure. The ratio 
of reserves to annual operating expenditure as at 31 December 2015 was 2.54 (2.15 as at 
31 December 2014). There is an annual review of the Home’s Reserve Policy.

Employee Benefits
None of the Home’s employees were remunerated more than or equal to $100,000 during 
the financial years ended 31 December 2015 and 2014
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Happy, Confident, Resilient and Other-Centred

Ways to Raise
Children7

Stop controlling
&

start coaching

Give Real 
Responsibilities

Encourage 
children to 

express their 
feelings

Model 
Positive 

Self – Talk

Encourage, 
Encourage, 
Encourage! 

Affirm your child’s ability 
to impact the world

Don’t forget 
to praise your 

child when they 
do good

1

6

4

2 3

7

5

Closing Thoughts



A Life Built on Love 
Canossaville Children’s Home is continually inspired by the 
generosity and dedication our donors and volunteers have invested 
into our cause. We take this opportunity to recognise and appreciate 
your deep commitment to our children and look forward to limitless 
possibilities of partnership. Truly, ours is a life built on love.
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